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	OASDI Overpayments
	FY 1998
	FY 1999
	FY 2000
	FY 2001
	FY 2002

	Collected
	$1,103.4 
	$1,191.3 
	$1,343.6 
	$1,121.1 
	$1,036.1 

	Waived
	$159.5 
	$201.8 
	$233.5 
	$260.2 
	$278.0 

	Uncollectible
	$128.7 
	$110.5 
	$120.7 
	$95.1 
	$150.7 


The bar chart shown above—which was provided by SSA—illustrates the disposition of SSA’s OASDI overpayment debt for the past 5 years in terms of what has been collected (the green bar), what has been waived (the yellow bar) and what has been terminated as uncollectible (the red bar).  

Collections peaked in FY 2000 at $1.34 billion.  However, they decreased the last 2 years, and collections were only a little over $1 billion dollars in FY 2002.

[image: image3.wmf]Savings Available by Decreasing the Percentage of Debt 

Terminated/Waived 

–

Title XVI Debt 

-

Fiscal Years 1998 

-

2002

$0.0

$200.0

$400.0

$600.0

$800.0

$1,000.0

$1,200.0

$1,400.0

Uncollectable

$160.3

$480.9

$801.6

 Waived

$80.2

$240.5

$400.9

Total

$240.5

$721.4

$1,202.5

10% Reduction

30% Reduction

50% Reduction

Dollars Shown in Millions (Information Provided by SSA 

–

Not Verified for Accuracy)


This chart shows that if SSA were to collect just 10 percent of the OASDI funds it waived or wrote off as uncollectible for the last 5 years, the Agency could save about $174 million.  (Breakdown:  If SSA collected 10 percent of the funds it waived, savings would be $113.3 million.  If SSA collected 10 percent of the funds it deemed uncollectible, savings would be $60.6 million).  

The chart also shows the savings if SSA collected 30 percent or 50 percent of the erroneous payments it waived or wrote off over the last 5 years (from 1998 to 2002).  
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	SSI Debt
	FY 1998
	FY 1999
	FY 2000
	FY 2001
	FY 2002

	Collected
	$539.2 
	$639.9 
	$701.6 
	$795.5 
	$859.7 

	Waived
	$91.1 
	$145.2 
	$194.4 
	$174.3 
	$196.7 

	Uncollectible
	$215.2 
	$349.5 
	$301.2 
	$410.6 
	$326.6 


As shown in the chart above (which was also provided by SSA), the Agency’s collection of SSI overpayments has been increasing slightly each year.  For example, SSA collected of $795 million in FY 2001 and $859 million in FY 2002.  

However, waivers and uncollectible debt make up a larger percentage of the SSI program than the OASDI program.  This is not unexpected since the SSI program is a needs-based program and it is difficult to collect overpaid funds from those who are financially needy in the first place. Also, the general limitation of only collecting 10 percent from current SSI benefits impacts the Agency’s ability to collect SSI overpayments.

[image: image1]
This chart shows that if SSA were to collect just 10 percent of the SSI funds it waived or wrote off as uncollectible for the last 5 years that the Agency could save about $240 million--$80 million from waivers and $160 million form funds deemed uncollectible. 

The chart also shows the savings if SSA collected 30 percent or 50 percent of the overpayments it waived or wrote off over the last 5 years (from 1998 to 2002)—$721 million in savings if 30 percent of waivers/uncollectible funds recovered and $1.2 billion in savings if 50 percent of waivers/ uncollectible funds recovered.  
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