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JOHNSON:  Hello.

MALE #1:  Mr. President.

JOHNSON:  Yeah.

MALE #1:  (INAUDIBLE) 

JOHNSON:  My feeling is without having touched any of the bases very strongly that they ought have Anderson really go to bat, slug it out all the way with all the chips in, stacked, move in on King-Anderson.  Go to conference and then be willing to be reasonable and I would say we could put that on in this bill.  I’d be prepared to have nothing rather to not have Medicare.

But if you could put it on in the Senate, King-Anderson, then I’d go to the conference and I’d let Wilbur scare the living hell out of the doctors and everybody else and then he could come up with a compromise and say well you can make your choice between getting this extra money or having health insurance and I think you’d establish the first health insurance that way if you could get it (INAUDIBLE).

MALE #1:  Well I feel I haven’t lost him yet, but I feel that unless it is strong (INAUDIBLE) that we could move with the Ribicoff proposal (INAUDIBLE).

JOHNSON:  Well if you move with that and you get it taken out you’ll have nothing to trade on.  If you move with King-Anderson there you could trade for Ribicoff.  

MALE #1:  (INAUDIBLE)

JOHNSON:  I’ll tell you this if let Wilbur and the others take your pants off unless you’ve got something that he’s got to trade for and you haven’t got the guts over there on that side that can do it.  I understand beyond the conference, you’ll have a – you’ll have (INAUDIBLE) and it’ll be Burger, it’ll Smathers and it’ll be . . .

MALE #1:  Russell Long.

JOHNSON:  . . . Russell Long.  But if they could go in there with King-Anderson they have the support.  And then they could come back with Ribicoff that’s what I’d try to do, but you – you be your own (INAUDIBLE).

MALE #1:  Well I’ll play it that way and see what we get.  

JOHNSON:  Okay.

MALE #1:  Now the other thing I wanted to tell you I guess I mentioned it before was the Rules – the Rules Committee did not meet this morning in Appalachia.

JOHNSON:  Yeah.

MALE #1:  And that at this (INAUDIBLE).

JOHNSON:  Yeah, well that’s what they ought have said.  Well I haven’t studied it, but I think you ought to get Katlin back up there and get him working both sides and taking charge with you and my judgment is that it would just be disastrous to have this INAUDIBLE) resolution.  If we go to – if we go to (INAUDIBLE). Now I think it’s fair to have a reasonable time and I think that Justice has worked out a reasonable (INAUDIBLE), but that’d be the . . .

MALE #1:  Well it may turn out to be a little bit of a (INAUDIBLE).

JOHNSON:  Yeah.

MALE #1:  Tell we’re ready for (INAUDIBLE). Okay?

JOHNSON:  Okay.

MALE #1:  All right, bye.

