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JOHNSON:  Yes?

MALE #1:  Good morning.

JOHNSON:  Well I want to congratulate you.

MALE #1:  Well I want to congratulate you.  It was your leadership that did it and I’m very proud of you.

JOHNSON:  We’ve got two or three problems I don’t know.  We can’t get a rule and go back through this fight that’s their strategy to make us do it and they put on an amendment saying that you have to in filing the application say you’re not a member of the Communist Party.  And the purpose of that is put on by John Bell Williams from Mississippi was to make them go back through the Rules Committee where we won by 87 votes, but now we got to give two weeks notice and so forth.

And you have to get a rule either by unanimous consent, they have to get it conferenced by unanimous consent or a rule.  Obviously, they couldn't get unanimous consent and Spence will go off on a farm and won’t give us a rule.

MALE #1:  Sure.

JOHNSON:  All of our work’s in vain.  I think we ought concur and Jimmy Roosevelt does and Phil Landrom does and then I think we ought to let the Senate concur and then put it on another piece of legislation repealing it like Kennedy did once before or bring out the bill in January doing the same thing and not fall into their trap.  That’s my judgment and as far as I know that’s going to be the judgment of Mills, but I wanted you to know about.

It doesn’t – in signing a statement, why in signing the bill, we’ll make it very clear that we don’t approve of this stuff, but we want to get this billion dollars poured out and these kids to work and certainly get them in school in September.

MALE #1:  Yeah, well I agree completely with that point of view.

JOHNSON:  Now I got to ask you to do something else that you may not like to do, but this is something just got to be done.  There’s a fellow down at Doraville, Georgia with the UAW Pontiac division or something . . .

MALE #1:  Yeah.

JOHNSON:  . . . that’s giving Phil Landrom hell and we just can’t – we just can’t do that.  We just got to save him.

MALE #1:  You don’t know who this is, no?

JOHNSON:  He just says that he’s got to fight in the primary and he’s going to win it two or three to one, but says I’ve been here murdering on your poverty bill day and night and they call me a turncoat and counterfeit Confederate and everything else.  And I brought along the boys from North Carolina and Georgia and everything and he did, if we hadn’t of made that selection in strategy, they would have murdered us.

MALE #1:  I think you’re right.

JOHNSON:  And I think that this is the biggest bill this year and we’re going – we’re going to – it has to be authorized again through this committee and we’re going to use this fellow to a billion dollars worth of appropriations and it’ll probably be twice that much next year and I – I – he – he has some b ad labor votes back there no question about it, but they’re not going to beat him.  They’re not going to touch him, not even going to come close to it and he’s the best man we got.  And if I could have Landrom or Johnston or Ruther, I’d rather have Landrom because he appeals to a good many people that you and I can’t ever touch.

MALE #1:  That’s right.  All right, I’ll go to work on that right away.  I’ll get on the phone right away on that.

JOHNSON:  You let me know something that I can report to him because he’s – he holds this thing in the palm of his hands, and what I’m going to do, without sacrificing anything where people are going to be there anyway, I’m going to try to make them Johnson leaders instead of Johnson haters.

MALE #1:  Sure.  All right, I’ll go to work on that right away this morning.

JOHNSON:  Did you see my little statement on steel price yesterday?

MALE #1:  Well I just got a . . .

JOHNSON:  I told I’d be mighty disappointed if they did it.  They had no right to do it.  They’re profit’s up 17 percent over last year and that I just couldn't believe they were considering it.  

MALE #1:  Yeah and well I think that’s very good because there’s really no justification for it, none whatever.

JOHNSON:  Now whatever sources you’ve got that they’re making some trouble for us around the country, but whatever sources you’ve got for news I wish that – I wish you’d get it out among the columnists and others that this is the – this is the greatest Congress that we’ve ever had.  This is greater than any Roosevelt Congress.

We’ve come along here with their tax bill.  We’ve come along here with their civil rights bill.  We’ve come along here with a  good farm bill.  We’ve come along here with a good foreign aid bill.  We’ve come along here with a poverty bill now.  We’ve got problems.  They’re going to be the Yarborough in this state.  Just beat him sure as hell and I wouldn't be surprised if they don’t me.

And we’ve got to build up what a great job we’ve done for America and that kind of – kind of helps Yarborough because he’s been a part of it.  And without getting on any specific measure just ask – they’d say well that’s labor or that’s business, but the overall record of the Congress.  We’ve got a wonderful hospital program, HEW, got a wonderful library bill, drive-in libraries.  We got civil rights.  We got farm.  We got taxes.  We got the poverty now and we got Appalachia coming and we’ve got unemployment under five percent and if you can take advantage of civil rights or the Doris Gleason’s or the Drew Pearson’s, Drew Pearson’s friendly with us anyway and helping us.  But if we could just say that this is miraculous, this is phenomenal.  The men that helped on this record ought to be remembered in history like the Alamo and then that helps a fellow like Ralph Yarborough.

MALE #1:  Sure.

JOHNSON:  And this damn Bush is just as mean as he can be.  I never thought he’d make such gains as he’s made down here.  We’ve got to pull Yarborough as a fellow that’s helped build this whole constructive program.  And right now with poverty to hang it on and all these things of signings I’m going to have next week, the pay bills and the things like that, we can’t just pick out civil rights or just can’t pick out poverty.  We ought to say taxes, whole outfit, but just say it and I think all the observers will tell you there’s never been a Congress like it.

MALE #1:  Yeah, well I – I agree with that and I think it started out badly but I think it ended up in a blaze of glory.

JOHNSON:  Yeah that’s right 10 months (INAUDIBLE) we’ll finish.  But we can – out of my 35 bills I believe I’ve passed 32 or 33 or them.  I may even get, by the outside possibility, get Medicare, which would give me about 34 out of 35.

MALE #1:  Yeah.  What – what will our friend Mills do?

JOHNSON:  We think – we think that, if we put King-Anderson on in the House . . .

MALE #1:  In the Senate.

JOHNSON: . . . in the Senate that we could get something in the House we could live with.  Now some of the boys, Anderson I know thinks this and I don’t know who else, but he thinks that if we pass this raise for the old folks on Social Security without Medicare we kill it and I would rather loose the bill than to loose the future of Medicare.

MALE #1:  That’s right.

JOHNSON:  And I’ve told them so.  I hate to knock them old folks out of five, $6 a month, but if . . .

MALE #1:  (INAUDIBLE) more important.

JOHNSON:  But if they – that’s what they want to do is cut the ground out from under us and we just exploring it and Wilbur Cohen.  Now there’s some feeling that we ought go pass that in the Senate, go to conference and then say all right for those that want the money direct they can have it, for those that want Medicare they can have it.

MALE #1:  Well if you made it optional at the point of retirement, the number of people who would choose the cash rather than the security of medical care would be microscopic.  We’d beat the problem of this whole business of compulsion (INAUDIBLE) voluntary and whichever one you choose.

JOHNSON:  Well – well we can – if we can put that on in the Senate and I would rather, just between us I just want to tell you this I don’t want you to scatter your shots, I know you’ve got a hell of a time being negotiating, but we haven’t got the real drive up there. 

I called Meanie (ph) out in Chicago and we caught him the last day or two I talked to you and you got your man Lesinski I want to congratulate you, but we – we moved and put our forces to operation.  Now we don’t do that very often and our leadership is not as – not as aggressive as it might be.  And Mike doesn’t like to really have these wars, but if I were in their place, and I can’t force them, but I’m going to tell them, I would really shove like hell to put King-Anderson on.  You don’t ever get something unless you ask for it.

You know the old boy that talked to the girl and just said I want you to go to bed with me and the fellow said well don’t get the hell slapped out of you a lot?  He said I sure as hell do, but I get a lot of pussy too. (LAUGHTER)

MALE #1:  That’s right.

JOHNSON:  Look, you’ve got to ask for it if you want to get it.

MALE #1:  And that right.  Well I think it’s worth trying.

JOHNSON:  I didn’t think we – everybody agreed that mass transit’d be beat by 25 votes and we started fighting for it and go so enthusiastic we passed and surprised ourselves.

MALE #1:  Yeah.  Well look at your margin on the poverty thing when you go to work you can do great things and if you don’t go to work you loose.  Look there’s one other thing I’d just like to just take . . .

JOHNSON:  I had an old boy call me up, John Young, and said I just want you to know that I’ve been in Congress a good many years and I’m on the Rules Committee.  I went on there to do whatever John McCormick wanted me to do, but I never was as proud of myself as today because I’ve got a leader knows where he’s going and got the guts to go and said I thought we rubbed their nose in it on poverty. (LAUGHTER) But there’s a – there’s a – Texan that – that I got lined up that normally wouldn't be going to all these things, but he’s (INAUDIBLE) happy about it.

MALE #1:  He knew – he knew he’d be going somewhere.  Well that’s good.  Look there’s one other thing I’d like to take a minute of your time on.  I’m somewhat concerned about the lack of coordination and cohesion over in the National Democratic Office there.  John Bailey’s a fine guy, but he’s not a heavyweight and I get these rumors about you’re talking to Bobby about being the campaign manager and I don’t know what his reaction is going to be.

But it seems to me that you need a person to start pulling this thing together.  There are too many loose ends.  Roy’s over twice a day practically and he – he tells me that – that we need a stronger hand over there to give that a sense of direction.

JOHNSON:  Well you can’t do much about that till the convention.  They purposely delayed the convention.  They made mess sending it to Atlantic City.

Once I become the nominee and got my ticket picked then I can sit down with that fellow and we can go to bat.  Now what we’re doing in the meantime, and people don’t know, about six, we’re better shape actually than we’ve ever been in the history of the country.  No question about that.  We not only don’t have a debt, we have a surplus we’re going into and that’s never been before in any campaign.

And money is one thing, that’s number one.  Number two, we think we’re doing more on registration under his leadership than has ever been done before.  I got reports last week Philadelphia registered 45,000, 68 percent Democrats.  Now this where they’re talking about Pennsylvania is the state he’s got to carry, but we think that we’re – we’re not only there but in the South we’ve got more registration going than we ever done before.  We have our core innovator for each state already picked.  Now we haven’t announced them and haven’t gone into them because we don’t want to get into a lot of fights before this convention and where you got a fellow that you – you got to – you’ve got to have a young man and a fellow that can deliver and you don’t want to go against some old national committeeman that’s coming up to the convention and raise hell with you.  So we don’t want to . . .

MALE #1:  Yeah.

JOHNSON:  . . . publicize that and show our hand.  I’ve got Jim Rowe over there, who has been in Humphrey’s campaign and been in Roosevelt’s campaign . . .

MALE #1:  (INAUDIBLE) his health. (INAUDIBLE) heart attack (INAUDIBLE).

JOHNSON:  Yeah but he’s (INAUDIBLE) one too, but that was a long time ago and he’s done fine.

MALE #1:  But you’re – you’re – you’re a – you’re a tough guy.

JOHNSON:  He is too and he’s working like hell every day.  I turned over Bill Moyer, does nothing but work on that.  We’ve got Fred Dutton, we’ve already got all of our plans laid there.  He’s already over it.  We’ve done the damnedest research job that you’ve ever seen.  We’re not putting it out, but we’ve got everything that Miller said and everything that Goldwater said and how he’s always been voting even against his own party.  Fred Dutton was with Pat Brown and he’s a pretty – pretty confident young fellow.

Now, Ken O’Donald and Larry O’Brien are both going over just as soon as we get this poverty out of the way, but I couldn’t spare them until then.  But we don’t want to – we don’t want to move too quickly.  Now I’ve got to bring in somebody that’s got guts and brains and can walk in and out of that White House all day long and tell them what to do and I’m going to bring John Connelly much time as I can – I can get him out here because whatever else he does he – he’s got a poll in this state of 82 percent and he’s chairman of all the governor’s conference.  They’ve already selected him, the governors themselves – the democratic governors and I want to pull him in, but I don’t want to do it until after I get my nomination and so it doesn’t look like that I’m just too damned presumptuous.

But it – there’s a lot – we’ve already got my schedule worked out pretty well.  We know where I’m going to speak and what I’m going to do and what states I’m going into.  I’m having to the White House every week key people.  I had five governors (INAUDIBLE) and I had Dick Bailey stay all night with me the night before that.

MALE #1:  Why don’t get Dick Bailey to do something on the Negro registration?

JOHNSON:  Well he says he is doing it and they – that they were doing a wonderful job and this is a lot of crap about all these defections and he thinks that he’s in a hell of a good (INAUDIBLE).

MALE #1:  Okay.

JOHNSON:  (INAUDIBLE) night before last and he – he told me that they had to put on 12 extra girls to take the calls from people that were changing from Republican to Democrat in the headquarters.  That sounds awfully good to me. 

MALE #1:  Yeah.

JOHNSON:  We’ve got to get our own people to quit talking about backlash.  You’ve got to tell your people and Dave MacDonald’s got to tell his people.

MALE #1:  Well I told my people a long time ago.

JOHNSON:  And we’ve got to make – the backlash is with the Republican.  He’s lost one out of three because he’s an anti-UN, because he’s for dropping bombs, because he’s against Social Security and he’s lost one out of three.  Now I’ve still got nine out of 10 Democrats even with the (INAUDIBLE).  The poll this morning shows I’ve got nine out of 10.  Shows me leading 70 percent in the East, 64 in the West and 62 in the Midwest, but I’m trailing in the South 50 to 41 and . . .

MALE #1:  That’ll change.

JOHNSON:  If you and Hubert Humphrey got into leadership you’ll get (INAUDIBLE) that damn television . . .

