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JOHNSON:  Tom.  

TOM:  Yes sir, Mr. President.

JOHNSON:  If I have things that we really want to get done this year, we want to get our Civil Rights Bill passed at the Senate first.  We want to get our food stamp passed at Senate.  We want to get our Poverty Bill and our Pay Bill and our Medicare Bill.  Now, I don’t know what you all have done to (INAUDIBLE), but whatever you haven’t done I want you to do because I want to get that food stamp plan out of there if you have to have night hearings.  And you ought to get all the stores and the grocery people and the food people and every selfish group that’s interested in it in the country besides the do gooders that can talk to those people and tell them how important this plan is because that doesn’t need to get passed in the House to let them die over in the Senate.

TOM:  That’s right.

JOHNSON:  So tell the Secretary I want him to put every resource in his department busy telling those senators what – how much we need the food stamps.

TOM:  Mr. President, the Secretary had an appointment with Senator Elder at 9 o’clock this morning.

JOHNSON:  Well, but he’ll tell him no until he hears from the Safeways and A&Ps and whoever is – who’s for the food stamps besides the poor relief recipient?

TOM:  Well the – the food retailers are because they’re the ones who would . . .

JOHNSON:  Well, they ought to have their people walking the corridors up here.

TOM:  Yes sir.

JOHNSON:  And then you can go see him after he hears from his constituents.  He’s going to be against it I’m afraid till he hears from them and once he takes his position, you see, then he won’t back up.  So, I’d sure get those people busy as soon as I could or at least not get caught it, but have others getting them busy.

TOM:  We’ll have them up there.

JOHNSON:  And who else besides the food retailers?

TOM:  Well the – the welfare people.

JOHNSON:  All right.

TOM:  And the state governors, particularly from the industrial states, are very strong for this program.

JOHNSON:  Okay.  You tell him to get busy and give me a report on it the next three or four days.

